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MISSION STATEMENT
Shine Through the Rain does many things but all in the service of one goal. That goal is to
help those who are affected by life threatening illnesses. Whether it’s through services or
funds, we provide guidance, support and financial aid to those in need. We help adults,
children and families find the silver lining. When things seem gloomy and you’re being rained
on, we’re here to help you shine through it.
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Message From

The President and Executive Director
2017 marked Shine Through the Rain Foundation’s first complete year in moving forward with our
expanded mission of providing support to patients and families with life threatening illnesses beyond
cancer. We are proud of our progress! More than 1,800 patients and their families received guidance,
support, financial aid and care packages.
The need for assistance is significant and growing! In 2017, we could not fully meet the needs of 25%
of eligible applicants. Through this year of continued and positive transition, we took steps to increase
donor funding, while streamlining our operations to focus our programs to achieve the most
meaningful and useful results for those who reached out to us for help.
 We moved the foundation office to a more economical location with the ability to accommodate
many more volunteers and the storage of donated toys and products.
 We expanded the Rainy Day Fund to include reimbursement for hospital parking costs for medical
appointments and treatments, when patients experience financial stress.
 We launched the Adopt-A-Family program for Christmas.
 We are re-visiting existing programs to ensure that they provide the best possible difference to
patients in need.

“Life is a mixture of sunshine and rain, teardrops and laughter, pleasure and pain. Just
remember, there was never a cloud that the sun couldn’t shine through.”

We are deeply grateful for the tireless and generous support of our volunteers, donors, community
partners, sponsors and staff throughout the first full year of our expanded mission.
We look forward to 2018 as a year of new growth in making a meaningful difference - easing the
financial and emotional stresses for patients with life threatening illnesses and their families.

Jeff Hogan
President

Shannon Kroon
Executive Director
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PROGRAMS
Shine Through the Rain Foundation provided the following services and financial support to
patients and families:

Rainy Day Fund - All Ages
Individuals suffering life threatening illnesses and their families often face significant financial
challenges due to lost and reduced income. Covering basic household costs – utilities, rent,
groceries, transportation – is overwhelming and stressful. Grocery gift cards helped to keep
nutritious food on the table. Hospital parking costs were reimbursed. The Rainy Day Fund
also provided emergency payments for rent and utilities for the peace of mind of essential
services and stable accommodation. The Rainy Day Fund supported more than one thousand
patients with over $310,000 in assistance payments throughout 2017, ensuring patients have
a warm, safe place to call home while recovering.

Rainy Day Gifts – Pediatric Patients
200 gift packages were delivered to pediatric patients facing life threatening illness to boost
their spirits and provide a positive distraction during an anxious time. These packages
included board games, toys, crayons, colouring books, markers, video games, puzzles,
books, teddy bears, craft kits and more.

Camp Scholarships – Pediatric Patients
Serious illness often isolates pediatric patients, keeping them from friends, school and
activities they love. Thanks to funding for camp scholarships to camps across the country
several children in recovery were provided the opportunity to participate in camp activities –—
such as sports, music, art, science, horseback riding, swimming — as a welcome break from
medical challenges and a way to reconnect with their peers. There were times some siblings
qualified for scholarships as relief from the stresses a childhood life threatening illness brings
to a household and family life.
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Camp Backpacks – Pediatric Patients
Thanks to a dedicated team of staff and volunteers, 814 backpacks filled with camp gear –—
sun hat, water bottle, towel, SPF ChapStick, sunscreen, mini first aid kit and more –— were
packed and shipped to pediatric patients attending camp programs and several pediatric
oncology camps!

Pamper Me Pink Packs & Booster Packs – Adults
Throughout the year, individuals who have received the diagnosis of a life threatening illness
received care packages containing such comfort items as Project BeamON Reiki-Blankets,
natural lip balms, all natural baby wipes, all natural toiletries, books, magazines, organic
pillow cases, scarves, peppermint or ginger tea, and all-cotton beanie hats, to provide extra
comfort for going through treatment. These were focused on patients without the support of
family and friends close by.
Community Outreach
Shine Through the Rain Foundation has expanded our public education program regarding
the funding and services available through the foundation to assist patients and families.
Foundation staff and volunteers offered presentations, displays and literature to community
and professional groups, as well as individuals and organizations with a desire to provide
support to those in need.
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HOW YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE!
THANKS FROM PATIENTS
Patients often tell us how support from the Rainy Day Fund has made a difference to their
lives. Brenda – a breast cancer patient – wrote:
This is my second 'go round' of breast cancer as I was diagnosed and received surgery, radiation and chemo 24
years ago. Going through it again, I at least felt more in control and I knew which questions to ask. My children
are both grown now and live away from home. …

The biggest struggle was trying not to worry about finances. Keeping stress from your life while undergoing
treatment is so important for one's recovery. My friends have rallied, and I have been able to lean on them for
much emotional support. But even though it was offered, I did not feel comfortable asking for financial
assistance from them.

My children and I have kept in even closer contact during this time. I have a grown daughter with special needs.
It was important to keep her in as much of her usual routine as possible and my friends helped out with driving
her when needed to appointments.

I was thrilled to receive the letter from Shine Through the Rain notifying me that my request had been approved
by the organization! I really was hoping for reimbursement for parking while receiving treatment so the additional
funds and grocery card were a welcome surprise...and I Thank You!

One of my friends and my sister contacted the social workers at The Cross to see if they were able to help with
finding some funding as I was no longer working and short term
sickness E.I. benefits were ending. I was able to set up an appointment
with a social worker and she told me about this organization and the
work that you do.

After receiving the letter, I have posted on Facebook about Shine
Through the Rain and what the organization does, encouraging all to
visit the website. Again, Thank You.

I am overwhelmed by your generosity and hope that in the future I can
pay it forward.
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Natasha expressed her gratitude for the positive impact of the Rainy Day Gift received by her
daughter, Selena. In her letter she wrote:

Do you remember all the things you did before you turned 5
years old?

Selena had an ultrasound, CT scans, major surgery,
echocardiograms, radiation, chemotherapy and over 20 blood
transfusions. That's all she had to endure to fight what was to
be an aggressive, dangerous, advanced and hard to treat
cancer we know of now as a Staged 3 Anaplastic Wilm's Tumour. It's a cancer of the kidney that primarily
affects children up to the age of 6. …

Selena never at any time lost her desire to be a normal child, she danced, sang and played through the hospital
halls and in her hospital bed. She lit up any room with her amazing ability to be a normal child facing a most
abnormal illness.

Time went on and one thing she did lose was her ability to be social with other children. In comes Shannon,
from Shine Through the Rain Foundation. She had contacted me to ask if we might want a visit from Hugs the
Bear to cheer up Selena at Sick Kids. Thankfully we were ok in the hospital but Selena's 5th birthday was close,
so Shannon had offered to come to her birthday party to spread some joy and give her a Rainy Day gift bag.
Little did we know that this visit was to be the single most important thing that could have happened that day.
… running and playing with children who were not sick was something new and scary to Selena now, having
been in treatment for 4 months. She alienated herself from her own party, was sad and felt lost. As a mother, it
was heartbreaking to watch. In comes Shine Through the Rain Foundation with Hugs the Bear and like magic it
all turned around. That hug, that moment, was all my Selena needed to feel like she could just allow herself to
be a normal child. After that the party really got started and my gratitude to Shannon is endless.

The support we received from the foundation has been fundamental to my child and my family. Knowing we
have them by our side during our darkest time brings some much-needed light to our life.

Thankfully the light shines much brighter in our lives seeing Selena back at school, making friends, playing in
the park and being a happy, healthy normal 6-year-old cancer free child.
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EVENT SPONSORS
Throughout the year, Shine Through the Rain Foundation hosts events to raise funds and to increase
awareness of the challenges faced by patients and families. Event sponsors provide support by
contributing financial donations and/or in-kind donations of products and/or services.
Kind supporters also sponsored the cost for patient and family participation in the Teddy Bear Fair,
the Children’s Christmas Party, and the Laughter is the Best Medicine Gala.

THANK YOU!
These events would not be possible without the generosity of our sponsors!

2017 Venues – (Georgina & Whitby, Ontario)

Aaron Calder & Staff
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Dominion Lending – Rhonda Mills
Norton McMullen

Right At Home Realty – Ann-Marie Thompson

Mathnasium Vaughan & Thornhill
Right At Home Realty – Ann-Marie Thompson
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OUR SUPPORTERS

Norton McMullen LLP
RBC Dominion Securities Inc., Newmarket
Employees

Every contribution makes a meaningful
difference! Shine Through the Rain Foundation
receives no government funding and depends
on the kindness and support of caring,
compassionate individuals and organizations.

River Road Colony
Rotary Club of Pickering Bingo
Rotary Club of Whitby Sunrise Community Projects
Silent Auction Company
Sprucedale Hotel Inc.
Spencer Stevens

Thank you all for helping make the world a

Ramah Stewart

brighter place for others!

Strike OUT Cancer Gala/Events by Ashley
George Strmotich

Donors $1,000 to $4,999

Synapse Electric Ltd.

Sheila Andrews

TD Bank Group – Wealth Shared Services

The Awesome Foundation of Newmarket

Triple L Excavating Ltd.

Jacques Beauchemin

Tumbleweed Enterprises Ltd.

Janice Block

TwinBytes Inc.

Brandette Well Servicing Ltd.

Unipharm & Medicine Centre Pharmacies

Danaze Chambers

Charitable Foundation

Coveted Mask

Vonmartels Seed Farms Inc.

Crystal Fountain Banquet Halls Inc.

Whittamore’s Farm

Engage Interactive

Yankee Lady Yacht Charters

Foch Family Real Estate – Kathy’s Christmas Wish
Foundation

Donors $5,000 to $9,999

Frieson Accounting 1996 Ltd.

105.9 The Region

G D Garage

Alice & Murray Maitland Foundation

Great White Bear Tour

Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation

The Hamber Foundation

Sifton Family Foundation

Mary Hatt
Robert Hunter

Donors $10,000+

Kumon Canada Inc.

Tenaquip Foundation

Laurie Varcoe Insurance & Financial Services
Broker

Foundation Partners

Martin Lavigne

CTV News

John MacLagan

Neighbourhood Network

Gale Miller

Trent/Fleming School of Nursing

Naturally Vain

Whittamore’s Farm
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jeff Hogan – CPA, CA
President

Pauline McGuire – CPCA
Secretary

Jim Anderson – CPA, CMA
Treasurer

Copies of the audited financial statements for Shine Through the Rain Foundation are
available for review by contacting Shannon Kroon at 1-866-753-0303.
Charitable Registration # 89188 1005 RR0001
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2017 Annual Report
Contact Us
Toll Free: 1-866-753-0303
Phone: 905-477-7743
Fax: 905-477-4251
Email: info@shinethroughtherain.ca
Online: www.shinethroughtherain.ca
Office Address: 1211 Gorham Street, Unit 12, Newmarket, ON L3Y 8Y3
Charitable Registration # 89188 1005 RR0001

